Scientific medicine and Système International units.
The Système International, a modern version of the metric system, is being introduced into American medicine. The most compelling reason for this is that a worldwide standardization of weights and measures is taking place, and American medicine should take part in this process. A subsidiary advantage is that units of measurement used in clinical laboratories throughout the United States will be standardized as well. It is possible that expressing concentrations in moles per liter rather than as weight per volume will reveal clinically useful chemical relationships, but this remains unproved. Transition to Système International units will require use of different reference ranges, and there will be a potential for serious misinterpretation of laboratory data unless well-planned educational programs are instituted before the change.